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ANC 7B Community Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, October 15, 2020 

6:30 pm 

Via Zoom Video/Conference Call 

 

MINUTES 

 

 

 Call to Order 

  

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Chairman Humphrey. A quorum was present.    

 

Advisory Neighborhood Commissioners Present: 

 

Patricia Howard-Chittams 7B01, Interim Secretary 

Tiffany L. Brown - 7B02, Vice Chair 

Benjamin Crane – 7B03 Treasurer 

D.L. Humphrey – 7B07, Chairman 

 

Late Arrival: 

Nicole Smith-McDermott, 7B04 

Villareal Johnson – 7B05 

 

Approval of the Agenda 

 

Motion:  Commissioner Brown moved that the agenda be accepted as written.  It was seconded by 

Commissioner Howard-Chittams. 

Discussion: There was no discussion.  

Outcome:  Unanimously Approved 

 

Report of the Secretary 

 

Commissioner Humphrey recommended that the minutes for July be tabled until they are sent out.   

 

Motion: Commissioner Howard-Chittams moved that the minutes for the September meeting be approved as 

written.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Brown. 

  

 

Discussion: There was no discussion.  

Outcome: The motion was approved. 

 

Report of the Treasurer– 

 

Commissioner Crane noted that the monthly bills were paid as usual.  Earthlink was not paid as this was no 

longer a current bill.  Reviewed the expenditures from the prior year and adjusted per expenditures for this year.  

The largest change was the Grants budget and the amount for the budget category was increased from the 

previous year.   

 

Motion: Commissioner Crane moved that the budget be approved for the 2021 fiscal year.  The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Howard-Chittams.  
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Discussion: Commissioner Howard-Chittams asked for an explanation regarding the difference noted in the 

budget and the allotment.  Commissioner Crane adjusted the budget to address the difference.   

 

Outcome:  Motion unanimously approved.   

 

Report of the Metropolitan Police Department 

 

Commander Habeebullah provided statistics related to crime citywide and within 6D. City Wide: 16% increase 

in homicides.  ADW 1% increase; Robbery 16% reduction in robbery crime.  8% reduction in violent crime.  

MV thefts – 44% increase; 22% reduction in theft from autos.  Arsons 63% increase.  Overall crime 18% 

reduction in overall crime.  In 6D 21% increase in homicides.  Violent crime in 6D continues to rise 15% 

reduction in sex crimes.  ADW 4% reduction, Robbery 8% increase in robbery which includes carjacking.  This 

has increased steadily every year.  Theft from Autos 23% increase, Theft 27% reduction, arsons 200% increase.  

Overall, for 6D crimes, 1% decrease for the overall crime for the Ward.  The motor vehicle theft is alarming.  

Recovered 39 firearms in 6D for the month of September.  6D will have 15 members assigned to the traffic unit 

beginning October 23rd.   

 

Commissioner Howard-Chittams asked if there had been movement on the Dubois shooting.  Commander 

Habeebullah reported that there had been some movement regarding the shooting on DuBois and it has been 

presented to the US Attorney.  

 

Commissioner Brown asked about the traffic units and how the staff will be deployed.  Commander 

Habeebullah has added two people to the day traffic work.  Commissioner Brown asked about notifications to 

members of the community.  The Commander noted the incident which occurred near Anne Beers ES.  The 

Commander informed the individual who pushes out the Neighborhood Alerts for the need of transparency.   

 

Issues and Updates 

 

Skyland PUD  

Commissioner Brown brought everyone up to speed regarding the PUD.  She informed all that the following 

schools received $20,000 each:  Anne Beers, Randal Highlands, Stanton, Benjamin Boone (Formerly Orr); 

Kramer Middle School; Anacostia Senior High School.   

 

Commissioner Brown noted that the PUD is also giving funds to the Libraries and those are Francis Gregory 

and Anacostia.   

 

Placard Notice – Patron Convenience Store, 3235 Pennsylvania Avenue – Commissioner Smith-McDermott.  

CVS – Commissioner Smith-McDermott – Probably expect a new curb-cut request to come in within the next 

month or so.  There is nothing for the commission to vote on currently.   

 

Speaker 

 

Laisha Dougherty presented information from DC Plug and the long-term work being done to place electrical 

lines underground after the derecho in 2021.  Contact information is @pepcoconnect #DCPlug and 1-844-758-

4146.  There is a $1.10 underground charge on the electric bill.  

 

Resident Jeri Green asked how will traffic be managed along our singular corridors; Branch and PA Avenues?   

Ms. Dougherty noted that there will be as few disruptions as possible.  Ms. Dougherty noted that trees were 

removed, but there will be replanting of trees.  
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Resident Ms. Miller asked if there is a list of the streets which will be affected in Ward 7? Ms. Dougherty noted 

that the list of streets is on the next map that will be sent out.   

 

Commissioner Howard-Chittams asked if there was an end-date for the $1.10 underground charge on the 

electric bill.  Ms. Dougherty noted that she would circle back with that information.  Ms. Dougherty noted that 

this charge has been on the bill since 2017.   

 

NEW ACTION ITEMS  

 

Commissioner Brown reminded everyone about the Speeding Resolution.  Commissioner Brown asked all 

Commissioners to review the resolution she sent to everyone. Commissioner Howard-Chittams asked that 

Fairlawn Avenue be included in the document as well.   

 

Motion: Commissioner Brown moved that the resolution on speeding be approved as written and the ANC 

forward it to the necessary city agencies.  Seconded by Commissioner Howard-Chittams.   

 

Discussion:  No discussion 

Outcome: Unanimously approved.   

 

Commissioner Humphry presented the resolution approved by ANC 7F and pointed out the specific ask was a 

letter of support from the commission.  Commissioner Humphry noted that 7F has hired an attorney to attempt 

to stop the halfway house from opening in Ward 7.  Commissioner Humphry noted that zero community 

benefits were offered for this business.  Commissioner Crane objected to the suggestion of two different 

locations in Ward 7 and 8.   

 

Commissioner Humphry was unaware if there was a position about this half-way hours from the Mayor’s 

Office.  Commissioner Humphry noted that the Councilmember’s office has engaged the press on this issue.   

 

Wesley Leary stated that the Mayor is aware of the halfway house.  He has not received a specific answer on 

what the Mayor’s thoughts are.  He is aware that Del. Norton’s office has engaged on this issue.  Commissioner 

Humphry asked that Mr. Leary obtain an official position from the Mayor on this half-way house in Ward 7.   

 

Motion: Commissioner Howard-Chittams moved that ANC 7B will letter a letter of support to 7F and that the 

letter include the comments of Commissioner Crane not to include additional locations in Ward 7 or 8.  

Discussion: Discussion regarding the half-way house and its impact on the Ward.   

Outcome: Unanimously approved 

 

Announcements 

 

Wesley Leary, Ward 7 Representative Mayor Bowser 

• Outdoor events are safer than indoor invents.  Caution while attending haunted houses.   

• 2020 Census was supposed to be extended; however, tonight is the last night.  Please encourage your 

neighbors or family to complete it tonight.  

• UBI any additional unemployment compensation benefits you will receive $300.00 per week.   

• Apply for the Small Business auxiliary funds, you can receive up to $10,000 

• Flu shots will be provided at Judiciary Square Monday – Friday – you can go between the hours of 8:00 

am and 12:00 p.m.  Testing sites can be located at Coronavirus.dc.gov 

• Indoor swimming pools will be open for children to participate in activities, more information can be 

found on the DPR website.  
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D.L. Humphry, Director of Constituent Services for Councilmember Gray  

• There have been changes in the office, there will be a difference. It will be a more hand on approach. 

Historically, Ward 7 and 8 have been low for calls for service for 311.   

• Encouraged individuals to utilize 311 when calling for service. 

• The numbers to reach Mr. Humphry are 202-724-8068 Cell 202-704-4304; DHumphry@DCCouncil.us.  

• The number of students who have enrolled in school has decreased since last year.   

• Ward 7 Action Summit will occur on Saturday at 10:00 am.  

 

Commissioner Brown noted that the school system is not hearing from the teachers nor from the parents and 

asked that Director Humphry take that back to Councilmember Gray.  Director Humphry noted that he has 

suggested that there should be some calls to the parents, principals, and students to learn their views.   

 

Community Concerns –  

Resident Alberta Paul – Wanted to know if there is an updated legislative status regarding the O Street Wall. 

Commissioner Humphry reported it will be followed up with the councilmember.   

 

Resident Chioma Iwuoha raised a concern regarding the maintenance of near the railroad tracks.  Alberta Paul 

informed the resident that DCRA and will extend an invite will ask that it be put on a schedule.  What woke 

them up (CSX) was a $20,000.00 fine.  

 

Resident Chioma Iwuoha also raised the issue about the trailer on Ely Place, SE.  The resident was informed by 

Alberta Paul that through DDOT public Space administration and DPR, it is thought that additional resources 

can be brought to bear.  The resident was also informed by Commissioner Howard-Chittams that this has been 

an issue for almost 10 years and that the issue has not fallen off the radar.  The resident was also informed that 

the community had been discussed– No DC agency has a crane big enough to remove or to take the tractor-

trailer from that space.  Resident Alberta Paul suggested that the owner should be made to pay the company that 

brought it there to come in remove it.   

 

Resident Kelvin Brown asked about the issue which occurred at 36th Place and Alabama.  Commissioner 

Humphry informed the resident that this issue had been discussed with the Commander earlier in the meeting.   

 

Resident Alberta Paul noted that there has been a variance permit for a property on Nash Street near 34th Street.  

He wanted to tear down the home and built a ten-bedroom mega-mansion.  The home would be taller than all 

the homes on the street.  Laura Richards will send what she has and ask that 7B not support it.   

 

Resident Robin Marlin raised the issue regarding the Boys Town development and suggested that the Delegate 

assist.  Commissioner Humphry noted that Delegate Norton reported that the Delegate’s office could interfere 

with the Federal contract.   

  

mailto:DHumphry@DCCouncil.us
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Commissioner’s Roundtable –  

 

Commissioner Smith-McDermott noted the DC Circulator survey for residents to weigh in on.  There is a list of 

routes and they want residents to weigh in on which they would like to come to Ward 7.  More information can 

be found at 202-991-4645 and https://www.dccirculator.com/route-alternatives/.   

Commissioner Brown – Noted that DPW will not be collecting leaves as they have in the past by vacuuming up 

the leaves.  They will be giving out no more than 20 bags per resident for leaf collection.   

 

Commissioner Howard-Chittams thanked the commissioners who are running for re-election and wished all the 

best in the upcoming election.  

 

Commissioner Humphry thanked Commissioner McDermott, Howard-Chittams, and Crane for all their hard 

work while on the commission.   

 

Announcement 

 

Tony Dugger – Department of Motor of Vehicles noted that DMV is opening another phase of their operations.  

Rhode Island Avenue Station is having Saturday Hours, and they are booking appointments two weeks out.   

 

Mr. Dugger noted that due to the COVID Crisis, once Motor vehicle inspection has expired, there is no current 

penalty.  One can also go to Half Street where you can plugin and have the inspection.  The exact locations can 

be found on the DMV.DC.Gov website.   

 

Motion: Commissioner Howard-Chittams moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 p.m.  The motion was 

seconded by Commissioner Smith-McDermott.   

 

Discussion: There was no discussion.  

Outcome:  Unanimously Approved.   

 

Adjournment 

 

Submitted by: 

Commissioner Howard-Chittams 

Interim Secretary 
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